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Special Edition 
July: 
The dawn of a new Rotary year, and the introduction of 
new Rotary International President Gordon McInally 
from Scotland. His chosen theme is “Create Hope In The 
World”. He believes we must refocus our efforts to build 
peace across the globe, and help each other find peace 
within. To Create Hope, we must continue our work and 
do it better than ever. 
District 7430 welcomed Bethlehem Rotarian Diane Donaher as 
Governor. Diane was amongst the first wave of women allowed to join 
Rotary back in the late 1980s and has served Rotary in many capacities. 
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For the first time in 3 years, Easton Rotary 
also had a new President as Gordon 
Bigelow takes the helm. Gordon is a long-
time Rotarian and brings a wealth of 
Rotary knowledge to the role. PDG Bob 
Hobaugh presided over the installation of 
officers. 

Food Dept.: Tom Walton and Wayne Barefoot delivered 300 pounds of 
Wegman’s food to the pantry at ProJeCt. 
Our first project was an appearance at 
Heritage Day. Unfortunately, a brutal 
rainstorm washed out the majority of the 
event. President Gordon’s expert 
preparations kept Team Easton Rotary 
Safe and Dry. 
Feeling Lucky?: 

 
RI President Gordon McInally has selected mental health as one of his 
primary issues. Easton Rotary responded by inviting Maggie Murphy to 
address the Club. Maggie is the Executive Director of the Lehigh Valley 
Chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Illness.  

A New President 

Team Easton Rotary 
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Our July evening social was held in the Library at the Pomfret Club. The 
event featured the induction of four new members as we welcomed Darcie, 
Nicholas, Andrew, and Dakota. Many thanks to DG Diane for participating 
in the ceremony. 

August: 

Food Dept.: Tom Walton single 
handedly delivered 300 pounds of Wegman’s food to the pantry at ProJeCt. 
International News: Mário César Martins de Camargo, a 
member of the Rotary Club of Santo André, São Paulo, Brazil, 
is the selection of Nominating Committee for President to 
become Rotary International’s president for 2025-26. He will 
officially become the nominee on 15 September if no other 
candidates challenge him.  
Rotary History: Gayle Rogers told us about Friendship Trees, a Rotary 
tradition established by our founder Paul Harris as he traveled the world 
promoting Rotary. 

Rotarians With Sharp Knives 
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The Arts: Easton Rotary took a 
field trip to the Karl Stirner Arts 
Trail. Trail Director Jim Toia told 
us about the art pieces: Hydrogen 
and Nitrogen; Alien; Water Way; 
Easton Ellipse; and Freedom 
Fighters and the Underground 
Railroad. 
Community Service: Marnie Barefoot was busy delivering clothing. 
Various distributions were made to Safe Harbor, Trinity House Women’s 
Shelter In ABE, and the Teen Closet at Easton High. Another round of 
distributions went to Safe Harbor and the Salvation Army. Many thanks to 
Lynn Amatore and her son Michael at Lehigh Valley Drycleaners for 
providing the clothing.  
Social Media: Lynn Schoof has enhanced our presence on various 
platforms. The most prominent one is Facebook, but we are also featured 
on Instagram. LinkedIn is another option that is geared mostly to a 
professional audience. 
September: 
Our evening social was held at the Pomfret 
Club and was highlighted with an 
appearance by local 11-year-old historian 
Ben Cooke. His passion for history was 
spurred by participation in reenactments of 
the Revolutionary War and World War II. 
Ben is preparing for a journey to London 
and Normandy for Bridge to History’s 
“Operation Meatball” program. His 
mother, Alex, was a Rotary Youth Exchange student and she actually 
wore her YEX blazer to our meeting. 

Out On The Trail 

A Boy And His Tank 
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International Service: PDG Janet Kolepp shared some of the adventures 
her Women Of Action group experienced through their work in Kenya. 
Janet’s Morning Star Rotary partnered with the newly formed Club in 
Isiolo Kenya on an $85,000 Rotary grant that will improve maternal and 
child health by training health care workers and modernizing the 
Ngaremara Health Dispensary. Their visit to Kenya resulted in other 
projects at various schools. 
Food Dept.: Tom Walton, Zac Chase, and Wayne 
Barefoot combined to deliver a whopping 370.5 
pounds of Wegman’s food to the pantry at ProJeCt.  
Community Service: The 2023 edition of Saturn on 
the Square kicked off with a collection of over $114. 

Rotary Delivers 

Teamwork 

A Great Night At Kellyn 
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A Visit From DG Diane 

A PHF For Lynn 
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The Mayors 

Easton Rotary Field 

For The Kids 
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Service to the World: As Foundation Chair Mike Dowd puts it, We’re 
number 1!  Indeed the Foundation of Rotary International is the premiere 
charitable organization in the world, routinely receiving perfect scores from 
watchdog groups. Our local Club Foundation has also overachieved and has 
been responsible for over $750,000 of grants over the past twenty years. 
Tradition: The high school football rivalry between Easton and Phillipsburg 
is unlike any other. The teams will face off this year for the 116th time. For 
as long as any one can remember, Easton Rotary has marked this game with 
a special lunch the week before the big game. The event is shared with 
Phillipsburg Rotarians. The winning team gets the honor of receiving the 
Rotary Trophy crafted by Terry Pundiak.  Administrators coaches, and 
senior captains from the teams and cheerleaders are all on hand.  
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Rotary Politics: The Nominating 
Committee has proposed a slate of officers 
for the 2024-25 Rotary year that will begin 
on July 1, 2024. The slate is: President: 
Gordon Bigelow (term ending 12/31/2024); President Elect: Lynn Schoof 
(term ending 12/31/2024); President: Lynn Schoof (term beginning 
1/1/2025); President Elect: Gordon Bigelow (term beginning 1/1/2025); 
Vice President: BJ Metz; Secretary: Andrew Bogoly; Treasurer: John 

December Social 

The Terry Tree 

Future Scientist? 
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David; Immediate Past President: BJ Metz until 12-31-2023, Gordon 
Bigelow starting 1-1-2025; Directors: 3-year term: Gayle Rogers, Audra 
Frank, Lew Fish; 2-year term: Mike Dowd, Paul Braden, Don Lockard; 1-
year term: Kathleen Trimble, Jean McGill, Nick Swingle. 
Jack Bennett Holiday Classic:  The annual preview 
luncheon featured coaches and senior captains from 
Phillipsburg, Easton, Freedom, and Emmaus. The 
Brown Daub Family of Dealerships stepped up to 
be our Title Sponsor.  President Gordon awarded 
the Rotary Football trophy to Phillipsburg Athletic 
Director Kyle Fleming in honor of the Liners 
Thanksgiving Day victory. 

Ho Ho Ho: The Pomfret Club scheduled a Breakfast With Santa. Easton 
Rotary invited the children from the Third Street Alliance to come to the 
event. Children ate for free, and Rotary picked up the tab for the moms. The 
kids enjoyed breakfast, crafts, and a visit from Santa. Our own Audra Frank 
showed up as Mrs. Claus.  

Breakfast With Santa at the Pomfret Club 
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Jingle Bells: Easton Rotarians were on 
hand at Sam’s Club to ring the bells for 
the Salvation Army. Once again, we have 
accepted the challenge of the Easton 
Lions and the Easton Kiwanis. 
Unfortunately, we slipped to 3rd place this 
year. The good news is that the Salvation 
Army received donations of $3,953.32. 
Terry Pundiak amazed the shoppers with his ability to instantly play their 
favorite carol on his trusty harmonica. Thanks to BJ Metz, Terry Pundiak, 
Zac Chase, Amy Korman, Don & Pat Lockard, Jean McGill, and Gordon 
Bigelow for donating their time. 
Rotary Jewelry: President Gordon 
presented Gayle Rogers with a Paul Harris 
Fellow. This is Gayle’s first ever PHF 
recognition. The award is in recognition of 
support for the Foundation of Rotary 
International. 
Service To Youth: December came to a 
close with the 27th edition of the Jack 
Bennett Holiday Classic Basketball 
Tournament. This year the Varsity 
titles went to the Easton Girls and 
the Phillipsburg Boys. We even had 
a visit by Jack Bennett and family! 
Tom Walton had help from Easton 
and Phillipsburg Cheerleaders to sell 
50:50 tickets. Many thanks to Chair 
Lew Fish for overseeing another 
incredible event. This continues to 
be an outstanding holiday sports tradition. 

Rotary Bell Ringers 

A PHF For Gayle 

The Bennett Family 
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Rotary on the Web: 
Easton Rotary: www.eastonrotary.com 

District 7430: www.rotarydistrict7430.org 
Rotary International: www.rotary.org 

And so, we come to the end of 2023. Halfway through the Rotary year and 
it has been a busy one. On the horizon are more student awards, social 
events, new members, Foundation grants, and a Bethlehem-based District 
Conference. Please encourage your friends to come join us as we continue 
to Create Hope In The World.  

 Happy New Year 
        from

Varsity Champion Liners Varsity Champion Rovers 


